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Poetry Out Loud
2020-2021

The Virginia Commission for the Arts (VCA) in partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts and the National Poetry Foundation is pleased to coordinate Poetry Out Loud 2020-2021.  Several regional competitions and one state final will take place in 2021.  The exact number of regional competitions has yet to be determinded and will depend on the total number of registered schools, organizations and individuals. VCA has forged a new partnership with Light House Studio, Charlottesville VA to support the digital media in the recording and editing of the virtual regional competitions.   The Commission will continue our on ongoing partnership with our local public television station, VPM, Virginia Public Media to host, record, and broadcast the Virginia Poetry Out Loud Finals statewide.  VCA has identified one host, Roscoe Burnems a.k.a. Douglas Powell, a Richmond based poet and teaching artist to host all of the 2021 Poetry Out Loud Competitions.  

In the summer of 2020, VCA partnered with the Poetry Foundation, the National Endowment for the Arts, Light House Studio and Teens with a Purpose (TWP) to create a Poetry Out Loud resource video with VCA teaching artist and poet Regie Cabico.  The video filmed by TWP filmmakers and teaching artist Rachel Lane, will serve as a national resource for teachers and students who may not have access to a Poetry Out Loud residency experience. The anticipated release of the video resource is slated for October 2020.  

The Arts in Education Coordinator will handle all program publicity, school recruitment, coordination of competitions, and web content management for the Poetry Out Loud program. The VCA maintains the Virginia Poetry Out Loud website http://www.arts.virginia.gov/programs_POL.html which hosts information for registration, competition dates, and multimedia resources.  

The deadline for program registration for Poetry Out Loud 2020-2021 is Friday, November 13, 2020.  The deadline to report school champions and final reports is Friday, December 4, 2020. 

Virginia Poetry Out Loud Competition Schedule

Virtual Regional Competition dates:
· Saturday, February 13, 2021—AM and PM
· Saturday, February 20, 2021---AM and PM

Poetry Out Loud Virginia Finals
· Friday, March 12, 2021 (TBD late January whether virtual or modified in-person competition) VPM, Virginia Public (Media, Richmond, VA)
POETRY OUT LOUD DATA
[bookmark: _GoBack]The registration process for Poetry Out Loud is collected through VCA’s online grant system.  This is the third year for handling data/reports in this one repository.  Registration opened in July 2020 and will remain open until November 13, 2020.  


POETRY OUT LOUD CONTACT

Casey Polczynski, PhD
Arts in Education Coordinator

Virginia Commission for the Arts
Main Street Centre
600 East Main Street, Suite 330
Richmond, VA 23219
804.225.3132

casey.polczynski@vca.virginia.gov
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