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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT: Cathy Welborn, Program Coordinator
804/225-3132; catherine.welborn@arts.virginia.gov

State Arts Funding Application Deadline Announced for 
Virginia Municipalities, Virginia Performing Artists and 
Artists in Education Residencies
March 2, 2010 -- The Virginia Commission for the Arts announces a 5:00 p.m., April 1, 2010 application deadline for the Commission's 2010-2011 Local Government Challenge Grants, 2011-2012 Performing Artist Tour Directory and 2010-2011 Artists in Education Residency Grants.  All applications and required attachments must be received by the Commission by 5:00 p.m., April 1, 2010.  This is not a postmark deadline. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered by the Commission.*
Local Government Challenge Grants are intended to encourage local governments to support the arts.  The Commission will match, up to $5,000 tax monies given by independent town, city, and county governments to arts organizations and jurisdictions.  The money, which does not include school arts budgets or programming by parks and recreation departments, may be granted either by a local arts commission/council or directly by the governing board.

The Performing Arts Touring Directory is intended to support Virginia performing artists and ensembles as well as increase opportunities for Virginians to experience high quality performing arts events statewide.  Performing artists and performing ensembles apply to be listed in the Tour Directory with a set amount of funding reserved to support their touring; grants are made to the presenter, not the touring artist(s).  
Any not-for-profit organization meeting eligibility criteria detailed in the Commission’s 2010-2011 Online Guidelines for Funding can apply to receive a Presenter Touring Assistance Grant to support touring activities. The touring activities are restricted to those listed in the Commission’s annual Performing Arts Tour Directory.  To learn more about these artists, visit the Commission’s Online Tour Directory at www.arts.virginia.gov .
      Artists in Education Residencies provide elementary and secondary students, teachers, and the community at large opportunities to work with professional artists. The residencies enhance arts instruction in the school curriculum and highlight the importance of the arts as essential components of a complete education and a valued part of community life.  Each residency must include workshops for a core group of students, at least one formal teacher workshop conducted by the artist, and community performances/exhibitions and activities/workshops. Residencies of ten days or more must also include studio time for the artists. If any residency activity takes place outside of the regular school day, transportation should be available so that all students can participate.

The Virginia Commission for the Arts supports the arts through funding from the Virginia General Assembly and the National Endowment for the Arts.  The Commission distributes grant awards to artists, arts and other not-for-profit organizations, educational institutions, educators and local governments and provides technical assistance in arts management.  * Please Note: The Virginia General Assembly is considering a proposal to reduce Commission funding.  Grant applicants should check updates on the Commission’s website or call the office before sending applications. 
For additional information and to download applications, go to www.arts.virginia.gov  or contact the Virginia Commission for the Arts, 223 Governor Street, Richmond, VA 23219; Phone: 804/225-3132; email: arts@arts.virginia.gov . 
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